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Topoc Tapoxauu, uau Mueuw, fBUPH.1, B OCHOBHOM, B ['n1an3ope B
nepsbix necaTwietunx XIV B, + 8 TAM npouBerana neATeNbHOCTD
NPOCNABJIEHHON BbICLUed LIKOJBI — - 130PCKOro YHMBEpPCHTEeTa, MMEHOBAB-
LUerocs CoBpeMeHHHWKAaMH ,,BTOpbiMu  Adunamu‘’. C wuenbt0 cosep-
LEeHCTBOBATHCA B CBOMX 3HAHHAX B I'1an3op cbesxanuch U3 pannubx obJiac-
Telt ApMeHHH, aaxke u3 aanexoi Kuaukuu. 3nech noa pykoBoacTBoM W3BECTHO-
ro Y4eHOro M HRCTAaBHHMKA, pexTopa I'naa3opckoro yuusepcutera, Ecan Hueuw,
U noayuun cBoe ob6pazosanHe Topoc TapoHauu. TanaHTAuBLIN Xyd05KHHK, OH
Obin TAKXKe YueHbiM, 06/1a4aBLUMM TrJIYyOOKHMH 3HAHMAMH, NPHIHAHHBIM
no3ToMm, yMeabiM Kaanurpadom-nepenucuukomM. Cospemennux Topoca
Tapoxauu, Mxurap Ep3biHKaUH, Ha3biBaa ero ,,A06pOMBICAALIMM M
612roo6pa3HbIM..., HCMOJIHEHHbIM BCAKOA NMpeMyapocTH H ocoGeHHO cBedy-
LLIKM B JIHTEPATYPe H *KHBOMHCH...**

B xynoxecTBeHHOM TBop4YecTBe Topoca TapoHauM 3aMeTHbI JBE OCHOBHbIE
TeHIeHLMH: NMPHBEPKEHHOCTh K CTRPbIM MECTHLIM TPAIHMUMAM W YCBOEHHe
TOCTHXKEHHH KHIMKHICKOH wIKOALI MHHMAaTIOPbI. HMamocTpupoBaHHble HM
PYKOMHCH OTJIHYRKOTCA MHOroo6pa3nemM OPHAMEHTA/ILHbIX YKPALLeHwit, UX HeK-
JouHTeNbHLIM OorarcrBomM. Hapany ¢ pasauyHbIMH pPACTHTENBHBIMH U
reoMeTpuYyecCKHMH  MOTHMBAMHM, 31eCb BHAMM H  MHOIOYHMCJEHHbIX
npeacTABHTENeH >XHBOTHOrO MHpPA, KAK PeajbHbIX, TaK H (PAHTACTHYECKHX,
CBA3AHHBIX HepeaKO CBOHM MNPOMCXO0XKIEHHeM C NPeBHHMHM, elle f3blYecKHMMH
NpeAcCTaBJIeHHAMH, KOTOpPble B CpeAHeBeKOBbe TOJIYYaAM OJHAKO HHOE
ocMbicjeHHe, 0o6GycsioBJieHHOe HOBOM XpHcTHaHCKOM wuaeosorueit. Yrto ke
KAcaeTCsl CHOKeTHbIX M300pakeHHH, TO OHH, MOQYMHSAACHL HOPMAM COBPeMeH-
HOro0 MacTepy HCKYCCTBa, COXPaHSAIOT B TO ke BpeMsl cBoeoOpa3ue, uayluee oT
MEeCTHOro HRPOJAHOro TBOpPYeCTBA.

B munuaTiopax Topoca TapoHauu ocoGoe Bne4aTieHHe NPOM3BOAAT 006pa3bl
nepcoHaxeH, ¢ BbIPA3KUTENbHBIMH, KPACHBbIMH MUHARJIEBUAHBIMH I/1238MH, OT-
TeHeHHbIMH TeMHbIMH AyraMu 6posel. SIpkuil 1 HACBHILLEHHBIA KOJOPUT KPACOK
npuaaeT MuHHaTIOpaM Topoca TapoHauu ocobyr0 HAPSAAHOCTD.

I'aperun OBcensaH xapakTepu3yeT Topoca TapoHauy Kak Xyao»KHHKa yMeJlo-
ro ¥ oyeHb conepkaTesbHOro. Il10a0TBOPHBLIA MacTep nepenqcan M HAIKOC-
TPHPOBAJI HEMAJIO PyKonKceil, 3HAYMTEJIbHASA YaCTh KOTOPLIX JOLLJIA 10 HALLMX
AHeil. HoiHe oHH pa36pocaHbl MO pa3jH4YHbLIM cOOpaHUAM APMSAHCKHX PYKOMH-
ceit. B MaTeHanapaHe M. MawToua xpaHsTcs ceiuac 7 pykonuceit Topoca Ta-
POHALH, CpeaH KOTOPbIX HMeeTCH TAKOMH ,,iueneBp I'1an3opckod wKoabl NHCh-
MeHHOCTH*, kak bubGaus Ecau Hueuu, coznanHan B 1318 r. (MaTeHanapa, pyk.
M 206), a Take 6oraTo ykpaiwenHoe Epanresune 1323 r. (MaTenanapaH, pyk.
N 6289).

XynoxecTBeHHoe Haciaeaue Topoca TapoHauu sBASeTCS 3HAYUTENLHBLIM
BKJIaIOM B COKPOBMILUHHLY 8PMSAHCKOro CpeaHeBEeKOBOIr0 HCKYCCTBA.

3MMA KOPXMA3SIH



Toros Taronatsi or Mshetsi lived and worked mainly in Gladzor, dur-
ing the first decades of the 14t cent., at a period when the University of
Gladzor, that higher type of school, was called the ‘‘Second Athens’’ by
contemporaries. People from various parts of Armenia, even from far away
Cilicia, came to Gladzor in order to improve their knowledge. Here Toros
Taronatsi was educated, having as his teacher the famous scientist and the
rector of Gladzor University, Yesayi Nchetzi. A talented artist, Toros
Taronatsi was at the same time a scientist possessing profound knov/ledge, a
renowned poet and a skilled scribe. Mekhitar Erzinkatsi, his contemporary,
speaks of him as a ‘’kind and fine-looking person..., full of wisdom and
well-versed especially in literature and painting...”’.

Two main tendencies characterize Toros Taronatsi’s art: adherence to
old traditions and the adoption of the achievements of the Cilician school of
miniature painting. The manuscripts illustrated by him are distinguished for
their variety of ornamental designs and their exceptional richness. Here,
side by side with various floral and geometrical designs, we see numerous
kinds of animals, both real and fantastic. Their origin is often connected
with old pagan notions which, however, in the Middle Ages, acquire a dif-
ferent sense due to the new Christian ideology. As for subject paintings,
though they are up to the standards of art of that time, they retain the
originality of style arising from local, popular art creations.

In Toros Taronatsi’s miniatures the images of the characters with their
expressive, beautiful, almond-shaped eyes and dark-shaded, arched eye-
brows produce a particular impression. The bright and saturated colouring
convey a special splendour to Toros Taronatsi’s miniatures.

Gareguin Hovsepian defines Toros Taronatsi as a skillful and a most
versatile artist. This productive master copied and illustrated a lot of
manuscripts, most of which have come down to our days. They are now
dispersed in the various collections of Armenian manuscripts. The Mashtots
Matenadaran has 7 such manuscripts of Toros Taronatsi: the most impor-
tant among them are Yesayi Nchetsi’s Bible, the ‘‘Masterpiece of the Gla-
dzor scriptorium’’ written in 1318 A.D. (Matenadaran, codex 206) and the
richly decorated Gospel of 1323 A.D. (Matenadaran, codex 6289).

Toros Taronatsi’s paintings are a most valuable contribution to Arme-
nian medieval art heritage.

EMMA KOCRKHMAZIAN
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Cwyhyh wnwehG tpbup Ypwy' LnuwGguqupn, dtn. 6289, te' 09 p
Ha nepso#t cTopore 0610x1 — PHCYHOK Ha moasx, pyx. 6289, 1. 99 6

Jacket cover illustration (front) — Marginal ornament. Cod. 6289, fol. 99 v,

Cunyhlyh tpypnpn bpbuh Ypwy' InuwGguqupy, din, 6289, te' 120 p
Ha BTOpo#t cTopone 06J105kkH — PHCYHOK Ha moasx, pyk. 6289, a. 120 6
Jacket cover illustration (back) — Marginal ornament. Cod. 6289, fol. 120 v.

- onpwi Rapnwe Swpoliwgm hGpGwGywnny, dbn. 208, k' 488 w
XopaH ¢ asronopTperom Topoca TapoHaun, pyx. 206, n. 438 a

Khoran (Canon-table) with the portrait of Toros Taronatsi.
Cod. 206, fol. 438 r.

UlYpwnniphiG, &tn. 6289, ts' 18 w
Kpeiuenue, pyx. 6289, n. 18 a
Baptism. Cod. 6289, fol. 18 r.

&
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£
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npuwd, dtn. 208, ko' 486 w
XopaH, pyx. 206, 1. 436 a

o uf) Qegosss

Khoran (Canon-table). Cod. 206, fol. 436 r.



wybtymppiG, dtn. 6289, te' 276 w
Pacnatue, pyx. 6289, a. 276 a
Crusification. Cod. 6289, fol. 276 r.

MnGpmw, dtn. 208, k' 505 w
OmoBenue Hor, pyx. 206, 1. 505 a

Footwashing. Cod. 206, fol. 505 r.

\ - Uwplynu Uabwnwpwbhy, dtn. 208, tg' 460 p
Esanresmcr Mapk, pyx. 206, 1. 460 6

Portrait of Mark. Cod. 206, fol. 460 v.

Uwplynup Uibnwpwbh wimwGwpbppep, dbn. 208, te' 461 w

3arnapHbit HeT Epanrenns ot Mapra, pyx. 206, . 461 a

First page of the Gospel of Mark. Cod. 206, fol. 461 r.
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Ununpp Bpmuwnty, dn, 6289, ko' 121 w
Bxon B Hepycanum, pyx. 6289, n. 121 a
Entry into Jerusalem. Cod. 6289, fol. 121r.

Bunmuwdunfuypp dwhlwb Ak, dbn, 6289, ks' 18 p
BoromaTepb ¢ MaaneHueM, pyk. 6289, 1. 136
The Virgin and the Child. Cod. 6289, fol. 13 v.

LniuwGguqupy, dkn. 6289, k' 99 w
Ykpaluenue Ha noasix, pyx. 6289, 1. 99 a
Marginal ornament. Cod. 6289, fol. 99 r.

Uibivinud, dtin. 6289, ko' 148 w
Baarosewenue, pyx. 6289, i, 143 a

Annunciation. Cod. 6289, fol. 143 r.
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StunGpGnwnwg, kn. 6289, te' 148 w

Cpetenne, pyk. 6289, 1. 148 a

Presentation. Cod. 6289, fol. 148 r.

8nyRwbitu UntwnwpwGhyp MpnjunpnGh Rbw, dtin. 208, Le' 485 p

" Epaunreanct Hoann ¢ Ipoxopom, pyk. 206, 1. 495 6

. | John the Evangelist Dictating to Prochoros. Cod. 206, fol. 495 v.

8nfiwGam Uitnwpwbh wimwGwpbppp, dtn. 6289, ke 226 w

3arnaeHbit auer Esavrenus ot Hoanua, pyx. 6289, n. 226 a
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