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EDITORIAL

LEST WE FORGET

We shall never forget the holocaust which our centuries-old
enemy conceived forty-nine years ago to exterminate us as a nation.

We cannot forget this genocide, unprecedented in our history,
as well as in the history of nations, which felled from our thinned
ranks more than one million martyrs, right before the eyes of so-
called civilized nations whose conscience had turned to stony indif-
ference.

And now, there is only one thing which we can do, we can com-
memorate the fiftieth anniversary of the brutal murder of myriads
of our loved ones whose blood still bubbles to remind us that they
shall never rest until-the criminal executioner has paid the full price
of his heinous deed.

We shall not forget that the Turk planned and executed this
crime but at the same time we shall cease considering April 24 as
a day of mourning, for, it is also true that our enemy did not achieve
his real aim.

One of the greatest executioners of history, Talaat, in giving
the order of the massacre of the Armenians to the governors of the
various provinces of Turkey, predicted in a sarcastic vein that the
Armenian name shall be extinguished from history for five hundred
vears and the few bedraggled survivors shall become lemon vendors
in the streets.

This prediction of the Turkish monster was not realized. Scar-
cely three years after the holocaust, we already had shown to our
vile enemy that the Armenian will not only survive but he will con-
vert the blood of his martyrs into a new vital substance of life to

A
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nurture his independence, having the while wrought his vengeance
on the executioners of his people, and, from year to year, having
established new bastions of survival on hospitable shores.

Even after the massacre of our loved ones in the endless des-
erts, our remnants erected new buildings for themselves and for the
generations to come. Syria and Lebanon, Irag and Egypt and the
entire Middle East were converted into Armenian colonies. We
bandaged our wounds, we healed our pains, we established new cen-
ters of light and hope, we built new roofs over our heads, and hav-
ing grown and prospered in the lands which gave us refuge we be-
came their loyal citizens and conscious Armenians — the worthy
continuation of the generation which perished in the name of the
realisation of the centuries-old aspirations of our people.

A little way off, on a beautiful morning of May, a fatherland
arose with a people which was full of vitality and a robust charac-
ter. And if, after 1921, a shadow fell on that bounteous sun, our
people nevertheless continued to remain a creative people, the mas-
ter of its national ideals. It grew and prospered steadily and today
it proudly soars toward the future.

Fifty years after the great holocaust, we no longer are a mourn-
ing people. We have rights for the realisation of which we shall not
stop at any sacrifice or labor. Today we no longer face the danger
of massacre and extermination, however, in the political world we
find much deceit and consideration of selfish interests which may
jeopardize the fate of the most of just cases. There are precipices
of national and spiritual disfiguration which are capable of taking
a great toll of our numbers, far more than the Turk took from us.
And lastly, there is the danger of dissimilation and similar obstacles
which debilitate our spiritual forces and which may open before us
abysmal depths of numerical loss.

Before this situation, it is the Armenian woman alone who
can give us the guarantee and the security against the new danger
of the new times, especially since the Armenian woman is ready to
play a great role in the task of the education of our young genera-
tion by applying herself to a more active and a more efficient labor,
and by establishing new bastions of national security in the Armen-
ian Diaspora. The Armenian woman can become one of the strong-
est barriers against the danger of dissimilation.
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A FREEDOM WAR IN THE FIFTH CENTURY

By VARTOUHIE CALANTAR NALBANDIAN

The greatest date in Armenian history is June 2, 451. The
proudest memory of the race, a memory transcending every social,
political and denominational difference among its members, is the
Battle of Avarair, an obscure encounter with the Persians 1513
years ago, in which the Armenians were defeated. The national hero
of the Armenians is, and for the last fifteen centuries has been, the
slain commander of the defeated forces — Prince Vardan Mami-
konian. The incident is not recorded by any non-Armenian historian.
We do not know whether it was mentioned in the annals of the Per-
sian empire.

The battle of Avarair is significant because it is the culminat-
ing point, at which its beloved great leader died, of a memorable war
waged by the Armenians for their faith and their liberties — the
four freedoms would be the modein term. It is significant because it
succeeded in impressing a powerful and ruthless enemy with the
futility of applying force where an idea is concerned. In Avarair the
Armenians, outnumbered 8 to 1 but fighting as only men fighting
for freedom can fight, showed the Persians that spirit cannot be
killed with swords, or trampled down with elephants. There would
be other encounters, of which the most decisive was that of Orj-
nahagh, before the determined foe would fully absorb these truths,
and give up its plans for forcing an alien ideology on the Armenians.
But somehow after Avarair Persian advantages were nullified, Per-
sian will was weakened, Armenian will took on new strength. It
was as though the spirit of the defeated and slain commander had
at last prevailed over that of the living and victorious. This Ar-
menians call a real victory, and consider Avarair, actually a suicide
mission, the most glorious episode of the Vardanantz War, as they
consider the War itself the most glorious episode of Armenian his-
tory. W A RN R

Vardanantz was not a purely religious war, though that is thej
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popular conception of it. Its causes are so complex, they (.1efy an-
alysis. We may say that Armenians, having lost their national in-
dependence in the course of their long struggle with the resurgent
power of the Persians, were now fighting to preserve what was left
— self-government, culture, family-pattern, language. '-l‘h(.a outer
ramparts of the country gone, the people were fighting inside Ar-
menia for these bulwarks of their identity — the Armenian way of
life. A short time ago Christianity had become not only a part of
the Armenian way of life, it had reshaped and invigorated it. So the
Armenians fought for it as item one on their list.

It was Vardanantz, too, that ushered the Armenian woman into
public life. During it women — women of the common peopl.e as well
as aristocrats — took part in politics; preached, organized and
fought on the side of their menfolk, prodding them on when they
weakened. They, too, had gained citizenship as a member of the
Church, and felt responsible for the nation. The Vla.rda;r'lantz War
thus marks, and is the result of, a profound revolution in Armen-
ian society.

Finally, the Vardanantz War was a phase of the eternal con-
flict between East and West.

It was not a tyrant’s whim that made Yazdagerd II want to
force Persian religion and customs on Armenia, Iran’s weaker
neighbor. He had prime political reasons for it. Firs't: there was
the geographical, the modern term would be geopolitical, factor.
Armenia (modern Turkey west of the Euphrates to the Lesser Cau-
casus Chain, including Soviet Armenia) is a mountainous country,
a natural stronghold situated between the West and the East, and
commanding the Mesopotamian lowlands to the south of it, as well
as the age-old trade-routes from Asia and Europe that met an.d
crossed in this area. It was then as now a highly coveted strategic
point. The Persians meant to keep it.

Then there were the Armenians themselves: brave mountain-
eers with an excellent fighting tradition. The Armenian Cavalry
was celebrated throughout Western Asia, and was highly valued as
an ally or a subordinate by foreign powers. Moreover the Armen-
jans were at the head of a coalition of northern peoples — Georg-
ians, Albanians, Alans, Lepins, etc., who went to battle on Armen-
ia’s side, and generally recognized it as their cultural and political
leader. Armenians were likewise in friendly relations with the Black
Huns living beyond the Caucasus Mountains, and were in a position
to harass the Persian Empire merely by opening the various Cau-
casian Gates (passes) before these barbarians. And again they were
able to protect the Empire by standing guard at those Gates.
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For these reasons Romans and Persians had fought over Ar-
menia for centuries, trying to attach it to themselves to the best
of their ability. Armenian kings and princes, on their part, had
endeavored to maintain a balance between the major powers, and
to secure the independent existence of their people. They had been
successful in this to a remarkable degree. So successful that one of
them could boast to a powerful king of Persia that he, the Armenian
prince, was a giant with one foot on one mountain and one foot on
another — whichever foot he chose to press down, the mountain
under it sank. Asked by his puzzled interlocutor what the moun-
tains were supposed to represent in this figure of speech, the ar-
rogant Armenian answered grainning: “But of course Rome and
Iran.”

Deep in its heart Armenia’s sympathies had been with the
West from the beginning. Whatever the origins of the Armenian
people, Armenia was early permeated with Western influence due
to its proximity to the Greek world in Asia Minor and Pontus, and
later as a result of the Macedonian conquest and Hellenization of
western Asia. Still later Rome’s appearance in the East had made
possible the restoration of the twin Armenian kingdoms, and their
subsequent consolidation in a Greater Armenia in the 2nd Century
B.C. On the other hand Persians were not hated by the Armenians
as were their later Asiatic masters the Turks. The Achaemenians
had been enlightened rulers, and so were the Parthians who them-
selves were more than tinged with Hellenism. Also, Persian reli-
gions and cultural influence was naturally strong in the Armenian
provinces bordering on Iran. Last but not least was the fact that
the reigning dynasties in Persia and Armenia belonged since 113
A.D. to the same Parthian-Arsacid family, the king of Armenia
holding second rank in the Persian monarchy. As a consequence of
all this, public opinion in Armenia — that is, that of the feudal class
— was perennially divided into two parties: the Western or Roman-
ophile (previously Philhellen), and the Eastern or Persophile. The
power in Armenia, and with it Armenian foreign policy shifted from
East to West according to the comparative strength of these par-
ties, even Arsacid kings ranging with Romans against their kindred
Parthian kings.

However, in the period concerning us, two new factors had en-
tered Armenia’s old situation: 1) The Arsacid dynasty on the Per-
sian throne at Ctesiphon had been replaced (226 A.D.) by the Sas-
sanid. The liberal rule of the Achaemenians and Parthians had given
way to the fanatical and despotical regime of the Sassanians, des-
cended from the Mazdeian high priests of Fars, and determined to
restore Magism to their new empire. The Sassanids believed this to
be the best way to fuse the heterogenous peoples of the Persian

© National Library of Armenia
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Commonwealth into one well-knit nation and to create the dynamism
necessary to expand its boundaries once again to the Mediterranean.
An important point of this plan was to expel the Arsacid kings, along
with all Parthian and Greek influence, from Armenia. 2) The teach-
ings of Jesus of Nazareth preached underground in ‘Armenia since
the beginnings of Christianity had become the official religion of
the country (300 A.D.). Approximately at the same time (8313 A.D.)
Christianity had gained citizenship in the Eastern Roman Empire
now called Byzantium The political estrangement caused by the fall
of the Arsacids in Persia and their continued rule in Armenia was
now further complicated by this new bond between Byzantium and
Armenia.

There is no doubt that the Armenians were temperamentally
suited and by evolution ready to embrace Christianity and fall in
love with it as they did. But it is also true that they flew to it as to
a supreme refuge, just as they used to fly to their skyscraping fort-
resses on top of inaccessible mountains every time an enemy drew
near. Christianity for them became a citadel, to be defended against
all comers. It became identified with Armenian love of Fatherland.
Thus, centuries later, the Persians themselves would embrace the
Shia sect of Islam, as a shield for their identity against the on-
slaughts of the Sunni Arabs and Turks.

From the marriage of Christianity and Armenian patriotism
was born Armenian literature, religious and historical, the source
from which the mation’s spirit has fed ever since. The Armenian
religious leaders, educated in the West — Caesaria, Constantinople,
Athens, Alexandria and Rome — told him that his salvation, both
spiritual and secular, lay in the West. In a short time, over:whelm-
ingly, public opinion in Armenia (now become really public) had
veered toward Byzantium, the Christian Great Power that would
protect Armenia from the heathen barbarians of ﬂ}e East. F(?r
good or bad, Armenians were from that day committed to this
orientation (or rather occidentation) of political though"ri. .

But then as later Armenia was destined to bitter filsappomt-
ment. Emperor Theodosius II and his successor Marma.nus were
only the first of a long series of Christian-Western sovereigns who,
for lack of sufficient strength, foresight or sense or sense of respon-
sibility would abandon their brave little brother to the terrifying

ocean of eastern humanity.

(To be continued)
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THE ARMENIAN MOTHER
By EUGENE FIELD

I was a mother, and I weep;

The night is come — the day is sped —
The night of woe profound, for, oh,

My little golden son is dead.

The pretty rose that bloomed anon
Upon my mother breats, they stole;

They let the dove I nursed with love
Fly far away — so sped my soul !

That falcon death swooped down upon
My sweet-voiced turtle as he sung;
‘T'is hushed and dark where soared the lark
And so, and so my heart was wrung !

Before my eyes, they sent the hail
Upon my green pomegranate tree —
Upon the bough where only now
A rosy apple bent to me.

They shook my beauteous almond-tree,
Beating its glorious bloom to death —

They streued it round upon the ground,
And mocked its fragrant dying breath.

I was a mother, and I weep;

I seek the rose where nestleth none —
No more is heard the singing bird —

I have no little golden son !

So fall the shadows over me,
The blighted garden, lonely nest.
Reach down in love, O God above !
And fold my darling to thy breast.

o
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A.R.S. of Lowell Takes Part In Local

International Festivals.
()

Among its many activities during a busy year, the Lowell chap-
ter of the Armenian Relief Society considers its participation in
the International Folk Festival one of its most rewarding projects.
This annual festival, in which many nations take part, is sponsored
by the International Institute. The festival is dedicated to bringing
a closer understanding among people by means of a mutual ex-
change of culture through an exposition of arts, crafts and food
from their native lands. This participation necessitates the coopera-
tion and hard work of all the members in our small chapter as well
as some assistance from members of the A.R.F. and A.Y.F.

One of our cultural exhibits depicted the evolution of the Ar-
menian alphabet from hieroglyphics to the present s ,p,4y. Another
exhibit presented a portrait of St. Mesrop, the founder of the Ar-
menian alphabet, with the alphabet written on one side and a copy
of its first usage on the other side. Also on display were books, pic-
tures, embroideries and hand-worked silver and wooden articles
made by Armenian craftsmen.

LOWELL A. R. S. AND A. Y. F. MEMBERS
IN ARMENIAN COSTUME

'y
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One of the contributions by our chapter to the entertainment
program featured a group of local A.R.S. and A.Y.F. members,
dressed in appropriate costumes made by one of our members, per-
forming some popular Armenian dances. Another segment was a
portrayal of an Armenian royal family surrounded by its court and
attired in minutely detailed authentic costumes. A brief history of
the important Armenians kings and queens was narrated at this
time.

The Armenian food table, one of the most popular at the festi-
val, featured such tasty and well-known delicacies as paghlava,
boorma, beoreg, khadayif, cheoreg, yalanchi, dolma, etc. In addi-
tion, many pounds of shish-kabab were cooked on grills in the audi-
torium to be sold as a dinner with pilaf and salad. A share of the
proceeds from the sale of this food is donated to the International
Institute to help in the expansion and extension of their much need-
ed services.

The members of the Lowell chapter think back happily on the
many hours of gratifying work involved in this undertaking and
look forward wholeheartedly to future festivals and the opportunity
to acquaint the community with a cross section of Armenian cul-

“ture.

Margaret Donoian

Lowell Chapter
Armenian Relief Society
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EAST ST. LOUIS CHAPTER

On Friday evening, November 15,
1963, the East St. Louis, Illinois chap-
ter of the Armenian Relief Society gave
a tea party in honor of Dr. Leon Asa-
dourian, who was visiting his mother,
Mrs. Dzaghig Asadourian, and sister,
Mrs. Agnes Haroian, both members of
_the local chapter. The open house party
was held at the local Armenian Com-
munity Center, and attended by ap-
proximately 100 guests.

The local chapter felt this was a
fitting gesture to extend to their for-
mer A.Y.F.’er, who has been the first
Armenian boy from this small com-
munity to successfully embark upon a
medical career.

Dr. Asadourian is completing his
first year of residency in Obstetrics
and Gymecology at Maricoupa County
General Hospital in Phoenix, Arizona,
and is highly praised by his Chief Resi-
dent and other superiors for his excel-
lent work.

Leon graduated from East St. Louis
Senior High School in 1953 with high
honors and was Valedictorian of his
class of over 300. He graduated with
a B.A. degree from Washington Uni-
versity in St. Louis and obtained his
M.D. from the University of Illinois
Medical School in Chicago in 1962. He
completed his internship in mid 1963

at Maricoupa General and made his de-
cision to continue so that he could spe-
cialize in his particularly chosen branch
of medicine.

Among the guests present during the
evening was Rev. Gorun der Shrikian
of St. Gregory’s Armenian Apostolic
Church of Granite City, and who hav-
ing given the blessing earlier, added
his words of praise and well wishes to
all those expressed throughout the eve-
ning.

Ungerouhi Asadourian thanked all
those present, and also the local chap-
ter for so honoring her son, and made
a donation of $50 to the Center and
the A.R.S. chapter.

Last but not least, Dr. Leon simply
but sincerely thanked the chapter and
all those present by saying he hoped
he would always be worthy of all their
praise. He said his greatest wish would
have been to have had “my father pres-
ent this evening,” and publicly thanked
his mother for all her help and guid-
ance, and above all, for having been
“photh father and mother” to him
throughout his long and difficult years
of study.

A very pleasant evening was spent

by all.
Reporter

N
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THE LOSS OF A GRANDMOTHER

The following is a letter written by
a young girl to her parents when she heard
the sad news of her grandmother’s death.

The grief and the sentiments expressed
in this letter are a tribute to all Armenian
grandmothers. Grandmothers, whose love,
devotion and sacrifices for their children
and grandchildren, have no bounds.

Appreciation is the only reward for them.
This young, sensitive girl expresses her
deep appreciation in a very touching way.

October 14, 1963
Dearest Family:

It is at times like this that the
physical distance which separates us
becomes almost unbearable. If I were
with you all, it would take merely a
gesture, an understanding look, a
meaningful silence to convey all that
is in our hearts to one another. Putting
one’s thoughts, one’s deepest senti-
ments and feelings into words removes
them one stage down from the emo-

Uwninpugpnuphuli dp l]m(ilug]x
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tional depth whence they emanated;
and then placing these words onto pa-
per in neat little coherent sentences
and paragraphs further removes them
from one’s soul. So what I can write
to you now is but a shadow—seen
through smoked glass—of how I feel.

It is comforting in a way to know
that she passed on fairly comfortably,
with as little physical discomfort as
could be hoped for in a case such as
hers. There is no doubt that she lived
a full life—full of grief and suffering—
but also full of joy and happiness. She
had two daughters whose lives it must
have been a joy to participate in. She
had two sons-in-law in whose successes
she took just pride. (And knowing her,
I imagine she thought of her son’s
achievements not without a certain
amount of pride and pleasure, too.) She
had grandchildren who innately loved
and respected her.

And yet I rebel—despite this fullness
of her life, I reject her inevitable death
for it has left an emptiness and a gap
in my life which no one can fill.

With Grandma went the passing of

i
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an era, of a way of life, of a different
generation.

An era—the era of the non-electric,
foot-treadle sewing machine; of econ-
omy with scraps of food and scraps of
material; an era of braveness and back
bone and unsinkable spirit in the face
of seemingly insurmountable odds.

A way of life—Grandma’s way of
life. Utter charitableness; utter com-
passion; unashamed devoutness. She
lived the Christian way of life—of
faith, hope and love—more unswerv-
ingly than anyone I know, and came
closer to saintly goodness (and saint-
like suffering) than anyone I know.

A different generation—one that had
to bridge the gap and adjust to the
changes the world has seen in the past
half century. She knew the ways of the
old world and cherished its memories—
even though she lived through many of

Zwy Yplip, p
yulintp buli upuy fup]

its barbarisms. But she was a modern
women, who saw the values in air-
planes, disposals, and TV too.

With Grandma has passed much of
the fantasy in my life too. Who will
read my fortune in the bottom of a
demitasse cup? Must I live each day
as it comes—without the twinkle of
a fantasy or prediction to buoy me
when I'm low? Who will assure me that
the man I will marry is going to be
handsome, rich, exciting and Armen-
ian, too?

Oh God it hurts—it hurts to be here,
away, alone. Please forgive my elegiac
love, but there is nobody here that I
would care to express these thoughts
to, but I want to set them down.

Take care of yourselves. I send all
my love and all my blessings—I send
my all.

Joyce
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