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IT IS HOPED THAT THIS COLLECTION OF HIS-
TORIC PHOTOGRAPHS WILL BE A PERMANENT MO-
MENTO TO TﬁE“GOQIﬁG GENERATIONS, TO RE-
MIND THEM OF THE HARDSHIPS ENDURED BY
THEIR ANCESTORS AND THE. DEBT OF GRATITUDE
OWED TO THE BENEVOLENT, HOSPITABLE- AND
BROTHERLY ARAB PEOPLE - WHO ACCEPTED US,
CHRISTIAN ARMENIANS IN THEIR MIDST, REA-

DILY GRANTING STATUS OF EQUAL CITIZENSHIP
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At the end of the First World War a floating mass of Armenian survivors of
unprecedented, ruthless and most barberic massacres prepatrated by the Turks
found themselves strugzzling for rehabilitation in parts of their historical

ancestra lands. ‘

This catalistic operation had hardly sathered momentum when, before the in-
different eyes of the Great Western Powers, i1t was interrupted by further
Turkish attempts for the suppression of the Armenian race.

Once again these human wrecks faced the challenge of survival in the face of
innumerable difficulties, hy mass migrating towards the neighbouring hospi-

table Arab countries.

On arriva to destination their priorities were basic. It was to have a roof
on their heads. To this end every plece of dlscarded tin, wood or corrugated
iron was collected and with astonishing skill and ingenuity used as building
material, with the result that a refuge was assured against the rigors of the
aprroaching winter,principally in the desolate Aleppo district of Suleimanien.

t was under these appalling conditions of utter poverty,undescribable misery
and lack of basic sanitation that the struggle for 1ife started in the 1920's
for these Armenians, lasting till the mid-thirties.

Bowever ,despite the mloom and adversities encountered daily,these expatriates
from the interior once Armenian provinces as well as from Aintab, Marash and
Killis faced their task with fortltude and determination to prepare a better
future through sheer hard work and industry for the coming generations.

During that nrritical period a man, Vartan Derounian, a leading and accomplished
professional photoerapher in Aleppo, had %the visionarv insight to record for
posterity the plight of these vrefugees in their makeshift primitive homes. Be-
fore leaving Aleppo in 1947 he left this remarkable collection of photographs
to Mr, Avedis Shahinian who had taken over the succession of the business and
who, in his turn handed over to us before leaving for South America.

Saed as 1t may be, housed confortably in modern appartments equipped with every
convenience, the new generations are oblivious of the sacrifices made by their
grandparents. This valuable collection of photorraphs will remain an indelible
- evidence of the price thelr ancestors paild for the well belng of generations

to follow.
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‘High street' in Hamidieh Camp
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Sky scrapers in Marash Camp
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A far cry in Aleppo of Kalemji's house and workshop in Marash.
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Social 1ife and camp activities
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Falk from Jibin. A moment of respite outside their dwellings.
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Communal 1life in Father Balian's churchyard.
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Bwd oVwlwpwly, pwndp Cnabp... Low roof, high problems...
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Destination...
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We bulld the schools and churches first, then our houses.
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REBUILDING
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Distribution of wood beems ror construction
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Pulling down to construct new houses.
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Wnwlwantgniwd Apenuwiwbp g\a_q,{u\mtg m-BugE - 1936, (eneral view of the reconﬁgructed Armenian Roﬁgea catip in Meidarn - 1936.
Gogpnup® Unepp %phgnp Lncwwenpfiy OYbpbgpl: In the center, the Church of St. Gregory the Illuminator.
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Kéeping up with' the times. Music whilé we wrk is more productive.
LEST WE FORGET ¢
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Lest we forget:
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the ZEVARTNOTZ CATHEDRAL, where they worship now.
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HOPITAL JEBEJIAN
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